[bookmark: _c59g38z70o0p]BLACK SEA ART TOUR

[bookmark: _z40y8nk9yr7o]Day 1 ISTANBUL-ERZURUM:
We have a scheduled flight in the mid afternoon. Please ensure you are at the airport for  domestic check in around 1.30pm . 
If you are arriving the day before we can assist with airport transfer information and also hotel reservations. We will spend some time getting oriented in the evening after we arrive.
[bookmark: _yoygjdbgdimi]Days 2 & 3 ERZURUM:
Over the next 2 days in Erzurum we will visit some of the best examples of Seljuk architecture. The Yakutiye medrese, once a Mongol seminary, is now the Turkish & Islamic Arts & Ethnographic museum [closed Monday]. We will also visit the Grand Mosque [Ulu camii], the Double Minaret medrese - built in 1253 by the sultan as a Koranic academy and the Three tombs adjacent to it, built for his daughters. We will also have time for a visit to the local Rüstem Paşa market, where they make and sell black amber prayer beads.  3 nights in ERZURUM [BD].
[bookmark: _d1qjyqlk43eq]Day 4   ERZURUM-KARS:  [ 206km - 2.5 hours]
On route to Kars we will have plenty of time for painting the graceful 13th century arched bridge called Cobandede.
[bookmark: _msd3zfj8huw6]Days 5 & 6   KARS:
This town is a town famous for its cheese [Kaşar]. We will spend time at the old Russian houses and visit Kümbet Mosque, aka The Church of 12 Apostles and also the ruins of Ani. With history dating back to 5,000 B.C Ani was the entrance to Anatolia from the Silk Road. Within the great city walls is the mediaeval city of Ani. The ruined city has a cathedral, churches, market, mosques and a bath complex. Ani overlooks a deep gorge and the Arpa Çay river which forms the border with Armenia. 3 nights in KARS [BD].
[bookmark: _5008unf5surx]Day 7    KARS-AYDER:
 This morning we will drive through the Kaçkar Mountains until we reach the Black Sea coast. The road from Artvin to Hopa is very scenic as we head into the Black Sea region and with this the landscape changes dramatically. We will drive back up the valley inland to Ayder, which is a yayla (plateau) village famous for its hot springs and natural beauty. Late afternoon we are going to have a discovery walk in this beautiful little town. Overnight in Ayder [BD]
[bookmark: _s04hsod9pr9r]Day 8 AYDER:
After a lazy start to the day we are going to walk through a great forest to reach a beautiful waterfall. After lunch you will have free time to either use the hot spring walk in the town. Overnight in Ayder [BLD]
[bookmark: _b64zfsnriqq1] Day 9 : AYDER- BATUMI - RIZE:
   This morning we are travelling to another country!  We are going to visit Batumi in Georgia.  You will have free time here to wander through the shopping district and black sea Boulevard.  After lunch we will travel back to Turkey and stop in Rize for the next 3 nights [BD]
[bookmark: _wsrqobnkmtp6]Days 10 & 11 RIZE:
We will travel on to my hometown of Şimşirli, driving along steep narrow roads to reach my home town. Today we will take it easy to enjoy the beauty of this area. Şimşirli hides itself behind a jungle of tea and bean fields. We will visit a delightful gem of a mosque, built entirely of chestnut and carved with manic mastery in 1849. There is a good chance to see local people picking tea and harvesting their crops. We may join in for a while! We will walk to my family home where I was born. The words are not enough to describe this day. This is Turkey’s Switzerland. RIZE [BLD]
 We will travel on to Rize, which is well known for a cloth material known as Rize Bezi; we may visit one of the shops to see this material. There will be some free time in the local shopping area for you to find your lunch and meet some local shop owners. Rize is also the home of Turkish tea, so we will visit the Tea Research Institute and Gardens for a cup of local tea and in the gardens here you can see 50 different shades of green. Overnight in RIZE [BD]
[bookmark: _iyb1cmi40nkh]Days 12 RIZE-TRABZON:
We will leave my home town Rize and travel to TRABZON, where we will spend the next 3 nights. On the way to Trabzon We will visit a Tea processing factory which is very interesting. This is a good chance to buy some tea from my hometown. Later we are going to drive uphill to a magical land to Uzungöl (long lake) for lunch and to walk around the lake. Overnight in Trabzon  [BD]
[bookmark: _2zi1w54iajf]Days 13 & 14 TRABZON
This morning we are going to travel 46 km through the windy roads of Altındere valley to reach Sumela Monastery. The monastery is the drawcard attraction of the Black Sea region. Built on a 300 m cliff edge with 72 Bishops rooms it is the most important historical site of this area .This afternoon we will also have time to visit the Aya Sofia Mosque [Church of Divine Wisdom]. The frescos and decorative sculpting on the outside are the highlight. Overnight  in TRABZON [BD]
[bookmark: _2ls31ggregdd]Day 16   TRABZON – ISTANBUL:
 Tour ends, transfer to the airport after breakfast.

